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Welcome to the City of London Law Society’s second
e-briefing. 

Consultations with the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA)

Since January, the SRA has released several consultation papers for comment, including:

· Requirements for lawyers qualifying as solicitors in England and Wales (see http://www.sra.org.uk/consultations/471.article);

· Character and suitability test – LDP non-lawyer managers (see http://www.sra.org.uk/consultations/390.article);

· Changes in regulatory processes for firms and individuals (see http://www.sra.org.uk/consultations/483.article);
· Information requirements from firms (see http://www.sra.org.uk/consultations/439.article);

· Client financial protection (see http://www.sra.org.uk/consultations/481.article)

· Changes to the Recognised Bodies Regulations (see http://www.sra.org.uk/consultations/477.article); and
· Legal Services Act: New forms of practice and regulation (see http://www.sra.org.uk/consultations/429.article).
The CLLS’s Training Committee is preparing a response to the first of these papers, and the CLLS’s Professional Rules and Regulation Committee has responded to the second (see http://www.citysolicitors.org.uk/FileServer.aspx?oID=328&lID=0 and http://www.citysolicitors.org.uk/FileServer.aspx?oID=327&lID=0) and is considering the remainder. 

Consultations with the Legal Complaints Service

In addition, the CLLS has the opportunity to provide further comments (if we think it appropriate) on the Legal Complaints Service’s proposals to publish complaints information, in circumstances were we have already provided some comments at the pre-consultation stage

(see http://www.legalcomplaints.org.uk/consultations/solcomplaintdata.page for the LCS consultation paper, and www.citysolicitors.org.uk/FileServer.aspx?oID=277&IID=0 for the CLLS’s pre-consultation response).

European High Yield Association Proposals 

The CLLS’s Financial Law Committee and the Insolvency Law Committee have commented on the European High Yield Association’s submission to HM Treasury on Insolvency Law Reform (see http://www.citysolicitors.org.uk/FileServer.aspx?oID=309&lID=0 and http://www.citysolicitors.org.uk/FileServer.aspx?oID=287&lID=0 respectively). 
The Financial Law Committee is also involved in responding to the consultation by the Treasury, Bank of England and the Financial Services Authority on measures to strengthen the framework for dealing with issues of financial stability and depositor protection (see http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/documents/financial_services/financial_stability_framework.cfm).
Company Law

The Company Law Committee has made a submission to the FRC working party in relation to auditor liability limitation agreements.   Read response paper
As referred to in the January e-briefing, an ad hoc working party of a number of firms represented on the Company Law Committee has also developed a pro forma circular to shareholders describing changes that may be made to articles of association of a listed company to reflect the provisions of the Companies Act 2006 in force in December 2007 and those coming into force in October 2008. Read revised paper 

Litigation

The CLLS’s Litigation Committee have produced a response to the consultation “The Governance of Britain – Judicial Appointments”.   Read response paper
Planning & Environmental Law

The Planning & Environmental Law Committee have produced:-


A response to the consultation on streamlining local development frameworks.  Read paper
A response to the Consultation Paper on the draft Mayor of London Order 2008,  draft GOL Circular 2008 and Strategic Planning in London.   Read Paper
A response to the consultation on the review of Schedule 9 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the Ban on Sale of Certain Non-native Species.   Read paper
The Planning Bill has completed the Committee Stage in the House of Commons, but no date has been fixed for the Report Stage or Third Reading of the Bill in the Commons. 
Revenue Law

The Revenue Law Committee has made a submission in response to the HMRC Consultation document entitled “Principles-based approach to financial products avoidance”. Read paper  

Visit to Brussels

Members of the CLLS EU Working Party currently intend to be visiting the European Commission in Brussels on 2 and 3 June. 

Wine & Cheese Tasting

CLLS is organising a wine and cheese tasting on 1st May 2008 at the offices of Charles Russell.  “Cheese at Leadenhall” will be leading the tasting.  Tickets cost £20 per head.  More details will follow shortly.
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